FINAL

History 308

Nineteenth Century Europe

Part III: Essays

Essay 1 (based on materials since the midterm): 12 points (30%)

Essay 2 (cumulative): 12 points (30%)

Essay 1: Answer ONE of the following two questions:

1) The turn of the century was a period of crisis in the political, socio-economic, and cultural realms.  Discuss the causes and manifestations of the various crises.

2) Over the course of especially the second half of the nineteenth century, «the masses» entered upon the stage of history.  How did politics, the sciences, and the various arts come to terms with this new phenomenon?
1. Politics: Political Parties, Nationalism, Etc – Rise of parties in France, fall of Monarchy.
2. Sciences: Mass sanitation, questioning of Church, Eduation, Philosophy, Enlightenment. Rousseau, New Art, etc
3. Arts: Movement away from classical art -> Enlightenment. Expressionism, Modernism, even anti-Art.
4. Conclude with Recap of Enlightenment
Essay 2: Answer ONE of the following two questions:

1) Why or why not is it adequate to describe the nineteenth century as «the century of peace»?

2) About the nineteenth century, Walter Benjamin wrote the following: «The century was incapable of responding to the new technological possibilities with a new social order.»  Explain this claim and evaluate its validity.
1. Industrial Revolution – Sudden city masses were unable to deal with the move from the country to the city. Reference a Tale of Two Cities. Mass communication, especially railways would add to this problem. See below.
2. Mass Communication – Railways, telegraphs, etc, would help spread truths and revolutionary ideas around Europe.
3. Rise of the Bourgeois – the rise of the bourgeois to replace the landed aristocracy as the major elite power brokers would change Europe as we knew it until post WW1
4. Fall of Monarchists – How did various countries deal with it? Britian scaled back, France lost it all together, Austria-Hungary went into decay, and only Germany would have a strong ruler along with Russia, but Russia kind of failed itself.
5. Conclusion.

REMEMBER: Who/What, Why/When, Signifigance!
